
Jesus, Our Resurrection 
 

Today’s Gospel prepares us for what is about to happen during Holy Week and helps us to understand 
why Jesus has to die. Our reading of the story ended with the words, “Now many of the Jews who had 
come to Mary and seen what he had done began to believe in him,” but it’s what follows this that gives 
us John’s reason for including this story in his telling of the gospel:  
 

Now many of the Jews who had come to Mary and seen what he had done began to 
believe in him. But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had 
done. So the chief priests and the Pharisees convened the Sanhedrin and said, "What are 
we going to do? This man is performing many signs. If we leave him alone, all will believe 
in him, and the Romans will come and take away both our land and our nation." But one 
of them, Caiaphas, who was the high priest that year, said to them, "You know nothing, 
nor do you consider that it is better for you that one man should die instead of the people, 
so that the whole nation may not perish." He did not say this on his own, but since he was 
high priest for that year, he prophesied that Jesus was going to die for the nation, and not 
only for the nation but also to gather into one the dispersed children of God. So from that 
day on they planned to kill him. John 11:45-53 
 

The raising of Lazarus finally pushes the religious establishment over the edge. The Pharisees and the 
chief priests see the stories circulating about Lazarus coming back from the dead as absolutely 
threatening, as something that can stir up the masses and lead to political suicide. They quickly realize 
after the raising of Lazarus that Jesus’ actions are pointing to a future in which everything will be 
changed, in which the Temple- our “holy place”-, in particular, will be taken away- “the Romans will 
come and destroy both our holy place and our nation”, Caiaphas the high priest says.  
 
As long as Jesus was just mucking about with peasants and the marginalized in Galilee and Samaria, He 
might be an annoyance, but He wasn’t overly significant. But this business with Lazarus pushes the whole 
thing to another level. Lazarus is not a “nobody”. One theory is that Lazarus is another name for Eleazar, 
the son of Boethus, a former High Priest. He is part of the upper strata of Jewish society, indicated by his 
burial in a large tomb. When John tells us that “the Jews” came to Bethany to mourn his death, he’s 
talking about religious leadership. Lazarus, in other words, is one of them, one of the elite, someone 
from the establishment. 
 
And now, somehow, whatever happened, as far as the religious leaders are concerned, Lazarus has gone 
over to the dark side; he is witnessing to, and on the side of, the Rabbi from Nazareth. And this is very 
dangerous, so dangerous, in fact, that Lazarus himself must be eliminated. John tells us in the next 
chapter that “the chief priests planned to put Lazarus also to death because on account of him many of 
the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus”. The stakes are rising, the anxiety level is ratcheting up. 
Too much is at stake. Everything can be lost. 
 
However, Jesus put his life on the line by coming to the rescue of His friend Lazarus. The raising of 
Lazarus is indeed the last and greatest wonder that Jesus will perform as a signal that the Kingdom of 
God has arrived in His own person, but it is also the sign of what happens when truth and power collide. 
 
It is a most bizarre, and most holy, time when God can work the transformation He most desires. And 
already today we hear the first blast and the first invitation into this very peculiar and strange and 
transformative “holy week” when the Rabbi from Nazareth stands at the door of the tomb and yells into 
its darkness and gloom, “Lazarus, come out!” Jesus is facing us today and he wants to speak to those 
things that trap and hold us down. Are we willing to let him? 


